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reached me. I am very much gratified by your love for my 
© sorry to learn, that poor B—— has lost his son, “The 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” We 
nothing is lost or can be lost. For us is only submission, calm and 
¢ soldier has no right to complain, nay murmur, if the general orders, 


As to my taking ship I have already made arrangements from Bombay. Tet, 

h ay hog grsamad would be the last men to put any obstacles 
As for his love for me is simply without limit, 

bless you all here and hereafter will be the constant 


VIVEKANANDA, 
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Dear A—, B——, G-—— and all my Madras friends,—— . 

Excuse my not keeping you constantly informed of my movements. One is so 
busy every day, and especially myself who am quite new to the life of possessing 
things and taking care of them, ‘That consumes so much of my energy. It is really 
an awful botheration, 

From Bombay we reached Colombo. Our steamer remained in port for nearly 
the whole day, and we took the opportunity of getting off to have a look at the town. 
We drove through the streets andthe only thing I remember, was a temple in 
which was a very gigrste: ease of the Lord Buddha in a reclining posture, entering © 
Nirvana, * 

The next station was Penang, which is only a strip of land along the sea in the 
body of the Malay Peninsula. The Malayas are all Mahommedans, and in old days 
were noted pirates and quite a dread to merchantmen. But now the leviathan guns 
of modern turretted battleships have forced the Malays to look about for more 
peaceful pursuits. On our way from Penang to Singapore, we had glimpses of 
Sumatra with its high mountains, and the Captain pointed out to me several places 
as the favourite haunts of pirates in days gone by. Singapore is the capital of the 
Straits Settlements. It has a fine botanical garden with the most splendid collection 
of palms. The beautiful fan-like palm called the traveller’s palm, grows here in 
abundance, and the bread-fruit tree everywhere. The celebrated mangosteen is as 
plentiful here as mangoes in Madras, but mango is wonpareil. The people here are 
not half so dark as the people of Madras, although so near the line. Singapore 
possesses a fine museum too, 

Honkong next. You feel that you have reached China, the Chinese element 
predominates so much. All labour, all trade seems to be in their hands. And 
Honkong is real China, As soon as the steamer casts anchor, you are besieged 
with hundreds of Chinese boats to carry youtothe land. These boats with two 
helms are rather peculiar. The boatman lives in the boat with his family. Almost 
* always, the wife is at the helms, managing one with her hands and the other with 
one of her feet. And in ninety per cent. cases, you find a baby tied to her back, 
with the hands and feet of the little Chin left free. It is a quaint sight to see the little 
John Chinaman dangling very quietly from his mother’s back, whilst she is now 
setting with might and main, now pushing heavy loads, or jumping with wonderful 
agility from boat to boat, And there is sucha rush of boats and steam launches 
coming in and going out. Baby John is every moment put into the risk of having 
his little head pulverised, pigtail and all; but he does not care a fig. This busy life 
seems to have no charm for him, and he is quite content to learn the anatomy of a 
bit of rice-cake given to him from time to time, by the madly busy mother. The 
Chinese child is quite a philosopher and calmly goes to work at an age when your 
In boy can hardly craw! on all fours, He has learned the philosophy of necessity 
too well. Their extreme poverty is one of the causes why the Chinese and the Indians 
have remained ina state of mummified civilisation. To an ordinary Hindu or 

, everyday necessity is too hideous to allow him to think of anything else. 





tops too, Sak spinach “aabslay thine: Win‘chry: There is an almost perpendicular 
tramway going to the top ofthe hil, dragged by wire rope and Steam power. — 

|. We remained three days at Honkong and went to see Canton, which eighty 
“miles up a river. What a scene of bustle and life! What an immense number of 
boats almost covering the waters! And not only those that are carrying on the trade, 
but hundreds of others which serve as houses to live in. And quite a lot of them 
so nice and big. In fact, they are big houses two or three stories ‘h, with | 
Verandahs running round, and streets between and all floating ! aiff 

We landed on a strip of ground given by the Chinese Government to foreigners, 

to live in. Around us on both sides of the river for miles and miles is the city— 
~awilderness of human beings, pushing, struggling, surging, roaring. But with all 
its population, all its activity, it is the dirtiest town I saw, not in the sense in which 
atown is called dirty in India, for as to that not a speck of filth is by the 
Chinese to go waste; but because of the Chinaman, who has, it seems, taken a 
vow never to bathe! Every house isa shop, people living only on the top floor. 
The streets are very very narrow, so that you almost touch the shops on both sides 
as you pass. At every ten paces you find meat stalls, and there are shops which sel? 
cat’s and dog’s meat. Of course, only the poorest classes of Chinamen eat dog or cat. 

The Chinese lady can never be seen. They have got as strict a Zenana as the 
Hindus of Northern India; only the women of the labouring classes can be seen. 
Even amongst these, one sees now and then a woman with feet smaller than 
those of your youngest child, and of course they cannot be said to walk, but 
hobble. 

I went to see several Chinese temples. The biggest in Canton is dedicated to 
the memory of the first Buddhistic Emperor and the five hundred first disciples of 
Buddhism. The central figure is of course Buddha, and next beneath Him is seated - 
the Emperor, and ranging on both sides are the statues of the disciples, all beautifully 
carved out of wood. 

From Canton back to Honkong, and from thence to Japan. The first port we 
touched was Nagasaki. We landed for afew hours and drove through the t 
What a contrast! The Japanese are one of the cleanliest peoples on earth, 
Everything is neat and tidy. Their streets are nearly all broad, straight and sogutarly 
paved. Their little houses are cage-like, and their pine-covered evergreen little hills 
form the background of almost every town and village. The short-statured, fair- 
skinned, quaintly-dressed Japs, their movements, attitudes, gestures, everything is 
picturesque. Japan is the land of the picturesque! Almost every house has a 
garden at the back, very nicely Jaid out according to Japanese fashion with small 
shrubs, grass-plots, small artificial waters and small stone bridges. 

From Nagasaki to Kobe. Here I gave up the steamer and took the pa 
to Yokohama, with a view to see the interior of Japan. 

J have seen three big cities in the interior,— Osaka a great manufacturing. town, 
Kioto the formér capital, and Tokio the present capital. Tokio is nearly twice the 
size of Calcutta with nearly double the population. ” 

No foreigner is allowed to travel in the interior without a passport. Se 

The Japanese seem now to have fully awakened themselves to the necessity of the 
present times, They have now a thoroughly organised army equipped with guns, 
Baas invented, and which is said to be second to none, 
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aca lay des ‘comb Paces their navy. Liane seen a tunnel dacipcs sale 
long, bored by a Japanese engineer. Sere sivthe & feu) : 

The match factories are simply a sight to see, and pr Resins hiied tapas sailSee 
everything they want in their own country. There isa Japanese line of steamers 
plying aa China and Japan, which shortly intends siren tty? between : 
and Yokohama. ; Fs 

I saw quite a lot of temples. In every temple there are some Sanskrit Mantras 
written in old Bengali Characters. Only a few of the priests know Sanskrit. But 
nes, aggre sips The modern rage for progress has penetrated even the 

I cannot write what Ihave in my mind about the Japsin one short 
letter. eget I want, that numbers of our young men should pay a visit to Japan 
every year. To the Japanese, India is still the dreamland of everything high and 
good. And you, what are you?.........talking twaddle all your lives, vain talkers, 
what are you? Come, see these people and then go and hide your faces in shame. 
A race of dotards, you lose your caste if you come out! Sitting down these hundreds 
of years with an ever increasing load of crystallised superstition on your heads, for 
hundreds of years spending all your energy upon discussing the touchableness or 
untouchableness of this food or that, with all humanity crushed out of you by the 
continuous social tyranny of ages—what are you? And what are you doing now? 
«++s+++espromenading the sea shores with books in your hands—repeating undigested 
stray bits of European brainwork, and the whole soul bent upon getting a thirty 
rupees clerkship, or at best becoming a lawyer—the height of young India’s ambition, 
~—and every student with a whole brood of hungry children cackling at his heels 
and asking for bread! Is there not water enough in the sea to drown you, books, 
gowns, university diplomas, and all? 

Come, be men! Kick out the priests who are always against progress. Because 
they would never mend; their hearts would. never become big. They are the 
offsprings of centuries of superstition and tyranny. Root out priestcraft first, 
Come, be men! Come out of your narrow holes and have a look abroad. See 
how nations are on the march! Do you love man? Do you love your country? 
Then come, let us struggle for higher and better things; look not back, no, not 
even if you see the dearest and nearest cry. Look not back, but forward ! 

India wants the sacrifice of at least a thousand of her young men,—men, mind, 
and not brutes. The English Government has been the instrument brought over 
here by the Lord, to break your crystallised civilisation, and Madras supplied the 
first men who helped in giving the English a footing. How many men, unselfish, 
thorough-going men, is Madras ready now to supply, to struggle unto life and death 
to bring about anew state of things—sympathy for the poor—and bread to their 
hungry mouths—enlightenment to the people at large—and struggle unto death to 


make men of them who have been brought to the level of beasts, by the tyranny 
of your forefathers ? 








Yours &c., 
VIVEKANANDA 


P.S. Calm and silent and steady work, and no newspaper humbug, neR 
making, you must always remember. 


YY. 
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Mereanr, Masa, 
20th, August, 1893, 


Received your letter yesterday, Perhaps you have by this time got my letter” 
from Japan. From Japan I reached Vancouver. ‘he way was by the Northerp Pacific, 
‘It was very cold and I suffered much for want of warm clothing. ever, I 


reached Vancouver anyhow, and thence went through Canada to Chicago. I remained Se : 
about twelve days in Chicago. And almost every day 1 used to go to the Fair, 


It is a tremendous affair. One must take at least ten days to go through it. The 
lady to whom B—— introduced me, and her husband, belong to the highest Chicago 
society, and they were so very kind to me. I took my departure from Chicago 
and came to Boston. Mr. L—— was with me up to Boston. He was very kind to me. 

The expense I am bound to run into here is awful..........On an average it costs 
me £ 1 every day ; a cigar costs eight annas of our money. The Americans are so 
rich that they spend money like water, and by forced legislation keep up the price 
of everything so high, that no other nation on earth can approach it. Every common 
coolie earns nine or ten rupees a day, and spends it. All those rosy ideas we had 
before starting have melted, and I have now to fight against impossibilities. A 
hundred times I had a mind to go out of the country and go back to India, “But 
I am determined, and I have a call from ~e I a9 no way, but His eyes see. 
And I must stick to my guns, life or death. * 

Just now I am living as the guest of an old Aart in a village near Boston. I 
accidentally made her acquaintance in the railway train, and she invited me to come 
over and live with her. I have an advantage in living with her, in saving for some 
time my expenditure of £ 1 per day, and she has the advantage of inviting her 
friends over here, and showing them a curio from India! And all this must be 
borne. Starvation, cold, hooting in the streets on account of my quaint dress, these 
are what I have to fight against. But, my dear boy, no great things were ever 
done without great labour. 

*  * Know then that this is the land of Christians, and any other influence than 
that is almost zero. Nor do] care a bit for the enmity of any —ists in the world. 
Iam here amongst the children of the Son of Mary, and the Lord Jesus will help 
me. They like much the broad views of Hinduism and my love for the Prophet 
of Nazareth. I tell them, that I preach nothing against the great One of Gallilee, 
I only ask the Christians to take in the great Ones of Ind along with the Lord Jesus, 
and they appreciate it. 

Winter is approaching and I shall have to get all sorts of warm clothing, and 
we require more warm clothing than the natives.............Look sharp, my boy, take 
courage. Weare destined by the Lord to do great ‘things in India, Have faith. 
We will do. We, the poor and the despised, who really feel, and not those.... 

»- In Chicage, the other day, a funny thing happened. The Raja of KA: web 
here, and he was being lionised by some portion of Chicago society. I once met 
the Raja in the Fair grounds, but he was too big to speak with a poor Fakir. 
oe an eccentric Marhatta Brahman selling nail-made pictures in the Fair, 
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, and no religion on earth treads upon the necks of the poor and 
low in such a fashion as Hinduism. The° Lord has shown me that religion is 
not at fault, but it is the Pharisees and Sadducees” ‘in, Anse hypocrites, who 
invent all sorts of engines of tyranny in the shape of doctrines of aes ras and 
Vyavaharic. 
a ‘Despair not, remember the Lord says in the Gita, “To =a ‘yoru in the 
but not to the result.” Gird up your loins, my boy. I am called by the 
Lord for this. I have been dragged through a whole life full of crosses and_ tortures, 
‘Lhave seen the nearest and dearest die, almost of starvation,—I have been ridiculed, 
‘distrusted, and have suffered for my sympathy for the very men who scoff and scorn, 
Well, my boy, this is the school of misery, which is also the school for great 
souls and prophets for the cultivation of sympathy, of patience, and above all, 
of an indomitable iron will which quakes not even if the universe be pulverised 
at our feet. I pity them. It is not their fault. They are children, yea, veritable 
children, though they be great and high in society. Their eyes see nothing beyond 
their little horizon of a few yards,—the routine work, eating, drinking, earning 
and begetting, following each other in mathematical precision, They know nothing 
beyond, happy little souls! Their sleep is never disturbed, Their nice little 
brown studies of lives never rudely shocked by the wail of woe, of misery, of 
degradation and poverty, that has filled the Indian atmosphere,—the result of centuries 
of oppression, They little dream of the ages of tyranny, mental, moral and 
physical, that has reduced the image of God to a mere beast of burden; the emblem 
of the Divine Mother, toa slave to bear children; and life itself, a curse. But 
there are others who see, feel, and shed tears of blood in their hearts, who think 
that there is a remedy for it, and who are ready to apply this remedy at any cost, 
even to the giving up of life. And “Of such is the kingdom of Heaven,” Is it 
‘not then natural, my friends, that they have no time to look down from their 
heights to the vagaries of these contemptible little insects, ready every moment 
to spit their little venoms? : 
Trust not to the so-called rich, they are more dead than alive. The hope lies 
jin you—in the meek, the lowly, but the faithful. Have faith in the Lofd; no policy, 
it is nothing. Feel for the miserable and look up for help—it shal/ come. 1 have 
‘wayelled twelve years with this loadin my heart and this idea in my head. I 
shave gone from door to door of the so-called rich and great. With a bleeding 
heart I have crossed half the world to this strange land, seeking for help. The 
‘Lord is great. I know He will help me. I may perish of cold or hunger in this 
Jand, but I bequeath to you, young men, this sympathy, this struggle for the poor, 
ay ag ~ ganiieal Go now this minute to the temple of PArthasarathi, 
‘ ‘and_before who was friend to the poor and lowly cowherds of Gocool, 
; foutamwen, to embrace the pariah Guhak, who accepted the invitation of 
y pepe ie reference to that of the nobles and saved her in His incarnation 
ha—yea, down on your faces before Him, and make a great sacrifice ; 
erdecem fice of a whole life for them, for whom He comes from time to time, 
dm He loves above all, the poor, the lowly, the oppressed. Vow then to devote 
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hdd peace the cause! of these | three” se 
going down and down every day, 

1t is not the work of a day, and the path is full of the most 
But Parthasirathi is ready,to: be our Sarathi, we know that, and in Hie a 
with eternal faith in Him, set fire to the mountain of misery that has been 
upon India for ages—and it shall be burned down. Come then, es it 69 the 
face, brethren, it is a grand task and we are so.low. . But we are the sons of Light 

‘and children of God. Glory unto the Lord, we will succeed. Hundreds bet 
in the Aruggle—hundreds will be ready to take it up. I may die here unsucce! 
another will take up the task. You know the disease, you know the remedy, only have 
faith. Do not look up to the so-called rich and great; do not care for the heartless 
intellectual writers, and their cold-blooded newspaper articles. Faith—sympathy, 
fiery faith and fiery sympathy! Life is nothing, death is nothing,——hunger 
nothing, cold nothing. Glory unto the Lord—march on, the Lord is our General, | 
Do not look back to see who falls—forward—onward! Thus and thus we shall 
go on, brethren, One falls, and another takes up the work. 

From this village 1am going to Boston, to-morrow. I am going to speak at 
a big Lady’s Club here, which is helping Ramabai. I must first go and buy some 
clothing in Boston, If I am fo live longer here, my quaint dress will not do. 
People gather by hundreds in the streets to see me. So what I want is, to dress 
myself in a long black coat, and keep a red robe and turban to wear when I lecture. 
This is what they advise me to do..,......It is necessary to remain here for some time 
to gain any influence. * * : 

In America, there are no classes. in the railway except in Canada. So I have to 
travel first-class, as that is the only class; but I do not venture in the Pullmans. 
They are very comfortable,—you sleep, eat, drink, even bathe in them, just as if 
you were in a hotel,—but they are too expensive. 

It is very hard work getting into society and making yourself heard. Now 
nobody is in the towns, they are all away in summer places. They will all ‘come 
back in winter. Therefore I must wait. After such a struggle Iam not going 
to give up easily. Rome was not builtin a day. If you can keep me here 
for six months at least, I hope everything will come right. Inthe meantime I am 
trying my best to find any plank I can float upon. 

Even now it is so cold in New England that every day we have fires night and 
morning. Canada is still colder. I never saw snow on such low hills as there. 

Gradually I can make my way ; but that means a longer residence in this horribly 
expensive country. Just now the raising of the Rupee in India has created a Ae 
in this country, and lots of mills have been stopped.....,....1 must wait. 

I must try to the end, and even if I die of cold or disease or hunger here, you 
take up the task. Holiness, sincerity and faith. First, I will try in ‘Ame o> 
if I fail, I will try in England; if I fail there too, I can go back to India and 
for further commands from on High. 

Yours, 


Tt Sala 
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New York 
4 The 9th. April, 1894 
: #3 * * : * 

Secretary Saheb writes me that I must come back to India because that is my 
field. No doubt of that. But my brother, we are to light a torch which will shed 
a lustre over all India. So let us not be ina hurry; everything will come wai the 
grace of the Lord. I have lectured in many of the big towns of America....... 

I have made a good many friends here, some of them very influential. Of course 
the orthodox clergymen are against me, and seeing that it is not easy to grapple 


with me they try to hinder, abuse and vilify me in every way.........Lord, bless them! 
My brother, no good thing can be done without obstruction. It is only those who 
persevere to the end that succeed.,..,.....I believe that the Sa/ya Fuga will come 


when there will be one caste, one Veda, and peace and eee This idea of 
Satya Yuga is what would revivify India. Believe it. x, 

Up boys, and put yourselves to the task! = * ne od 

Old Hinduism for ever!.........Up, up, my boys, we are sure to win! 

* * * When once we begin to work we shall have a tremendous “boom,” 
‘but 1 do not want to talk without working. Ld « - 


Yours, 
With all blessings, 


VIVEKANANDA 


CHICAGO 


28th. May, 1894 
Dear A—— 


I could not write you earlier because I was whirling to and fro from New York 
to Boston. I do not know whenI am going back to India. It is better to leave 
everything in the hands of Him who is at my back directing me. Try to work 
without me, as if I never existed. Do not wait om: suede or anything. Do 
whatever you can. Build your hope on none. bd 

_I have done a good deal of lecturing here..,..,...The expenses here are terrible; 
‘money has to fly, although I have been almost ‘always taken care of everywhere 
by the nicestand the highest families. 

I do not know whether I shall go away this summer or not, Most probably not. 
In the meantime try to organise and push on our plans. Believe you can do 
everything. Know that the Lord is with us, and so, onward, brave souls ! 

I have had enough appreciation in my own country. Appreciation or no 


Cy ah > eerseees 
appreciation, sleep not, slacken not. You must remember that not a bit even . of 
our plans has been as yet carried out. 

Act on the educated young men, bring them together and organise them, 
Great things can be done by great sacrifices only. No selfishness, no name, no fame, 
“yours or mine, nor my Master’s even! Work, work the idea, the plan, my boys, 
my brave, noble, good souls,—to the wheel, to the wheel put your shoulders! 
Stop not to look back for name, or fame, or any such nonsense. Throw self over- 
board and work. Remember, “The grass when made intoa rope by being joined 
togethey can even chain a mad elephant.” The Lord’s blessings on you all! 
His power be in “ay all—as I believe it is already. “Wake up, stop not until the 
goal is reached,” say the Vedas. Up, up, the long night is passing, the day is 
approaching, the wave has risen, nothing will be able to resist its tidal fury. 
The spirit, my boys, the spirit; the love, my children, the love; the faith, the 
belief; and fear not! The greatest sin is fear. 

My blessings on all. Tell all the noble souls there who have helped our cause, 
that I send them my eternal love and gratitude, but I beg of them not to slacken. 
Throw the idea broadcast. Do not be proud; do not insist upon anything dogmatic ; 
do not go against anything;—ours is to put chemicals together, the Lord knows 
how and when the crystal will form. Above all, be not inflated with my success 
or yours. Great works are to be done; what is this small success in comparison 
to what is to come? Believe, believe, ‘the decree has gone forth, the fiat of the 
Lord has gone forth—-India must rise, the masses and the poor are to be made 
happy. Rejoice!.......... The flood of spirituality has risen. I see it is rolling over 
the land resistless, boundless, all-absorbing. Every man to the fore, every good 
will be added to its farces, every hand will smooth its way, and glory be unto 
the Lord! * - 

I do not require any ‘a Try to get up a fund, buy some magic-lanterns, 
maps, globes &c., and some chemicals. Get every evening a crowd of the poor 
and low, even the pariahs, and Iecture to them about religion first, and then teach 
them through the magic-lantern and other things, astronomy, geography, &c., in the 
dialect of the people. Train up a band of fiery young men. Put your fire in them 
and gradually increase the organisation letting it widen and widen its circle. Do 
the best you can, do not wait to cross the river when the water has all ran down. 
Printing magazines, papers, etc., are good, no doubt, but actual work, my boys, 
even if infinitesimal, is better than eternal scribbling and talking. Call a meeting 
at B——’s, get a little money and buy those things I have just now stated, hire a 
hut and go to work, Magazines are secondary, but thisis primary. You must have 
a hold on the masses. Do not be afraid of a small beginning, great things come 
afterwards. Be courageous, Do not try to lead your brethren, but serve them. 
The brutal mania for leading has sunk many a great ship in the waters of life. 
Take care especially of that, i. e., be unselfish even unto death, and work. I could 
not write all I was going to say, but the Lord will give you all ee my 
brave boys. At it, my boys! Glory unto the Lord! 

Yours affectionately, 





VIVEKANANDA 
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Ceca caren diropl Vhs Saas Soon al its vicissitudes unto the present day, Now 
the time has come. Have faith that you are all, my brave lads, born to do great 
things! Let not the barks of puppies frighten you, no, not even the thunderbolts. of 
heaven, but stand up and work! 








Eyer yours affectionately, 
VIVEKANANDA 
6) esate \ 
i 
xXIL 
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2st, September, 1894 
Dear A—— | 


* * * Thave been continuously travelling from place to place and working. 
incessantly, giving lectures and holding classes &c.. 

I have not been able to write a line yet for my proposed book. Perhaps I may 
be able to take it in hand later on, I have made some nice friends here amongst 
the liberal people, and a few amongst the orthodox. I hope soon to return to 
India. Ihave had enough of this country, and especially as too much work is 
making me nervous. The giving of too many public lectures and constant hurry, 
have brought on this nervousness.........So you see, I wil! soon return. Of course, 
there is a growing section with whom I am_ very popular, and whowill like to 
have me here all the time. But I think I have had enough of newspaper — 
and humbugging of a public life. I do not care the least for it. 

* * * No large number of men in any country do good out of mere 
sympathy. A few who give money in Christian lands often do so through po! 
or fear of hell. So it is as in our Bengali proverb, “Kill a cow and make a oat 4 
of shoes out of the leather and give them in charity toa Brahman.” So it is here, 
and so everywhere ; and then, the Westerners are miserly in comparison to our race. 
I sincerely believe that the Asiatics. are the most charitable race in the world, only 
they are very poor. 

lam going to live for a few months in New York. That city is the head, hand 
and purse of the country. Of course, Boston is called the Brahmanical city, 
and here in America there are hundreds of thousands that sympathise with me.......... 
The New York people are very open. I will see what can be done there, as I have 
some very influential friends. After all, lam getting disgusted with this lecturing 
business. It will take a long time for the Westerners to understand the higher 
spirituality. Everything is £. s.d.to them. If a religion brings them money - 
health or beauty, or long life, they will all flock to it, otherwise not. * § * 

Give to B—, G. G., and all of our friends my best love. , 


\ Yours with everlasting love, 


Pha. 2 03) 


VIVEKANANDA, 
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U. 8. A. 
bear & Qlst. September, 1894 
ar K-—— ‘ 


Iam very sorry to hear your determination of giving up the world so soon, 
The fruit falls from the tree when it gets ripe. So wait for the time to come. 
Do not hurry. Moreover, no one has the right to make others miserable by his 
foolish atts. Wait, have patience, everything will come right in time. Alta Ebel cok 


Yours with blessings, 


VIVEKANANDA 


XIV 


U. 8. A. 


27th. September, 1894 
Dear A—— - 


* * * One thing I find in the books of my speeches and sayings published 
in Calcutta. Some of them are printed in such a way as to savour of political views ; 
whereas I am no politician, or political agitator. I care only for the spirit,—when that 
is right everything will be righted by itself....... So you must warn the Calcutta people 
that no political significance be ever attached falsely to any of my writings or 
sayings. What nonsense !.........,.....1 heard that Rey. Kali Charan Banerji in a 
lecture to Christian missionaries said that I was a political delegate. If it was 
said publicly, then publicly ask the Babu from me, to write to any of the 
Calcutta. papers and prove it, or else take back his foolish assertion. This 
is their trick! I have said a few harsh words in honest criticism of Christian 
Governments in general, but that does not mean thatI care for, or have any 
connection with politics or that. sort of thing. Those who think it very grand to 
print extracts from those lectures, and want to Prove that I am a Fs omni preacher, 
to them I say, “Save me from my friends.” ag 

* * * Tell my friends that a uniform silence is all my answer to my detractors, 
If I give them tit for tat, it would bring us down to a level with them. Tell them that 
truth will take care of itself, and that they are not to fight anybody for me. They 
have much to learn yet, and they are only children. They are still full of foolish 
golden dreams—mere boys! 

* * * This nonsense of public life and newspaper blazoning has disgusted me 
thoroughly, ss each the Himalayan quiet. 


Ever yours affectionately, 
VIVEKANANDA 















swan VIVERANANDA'S | Wourd, 


Saal, Believe in the ‘Calnigchedi. pimet “ai fava... conta fot sheas 
‘tinsel puffs of name? I never keep watch of what the newspapers are saying. 
Have you love ?—You are omnipotent. Are you perfectly unselfish? If so, you are 
irresistible. It is character that pays everywhere. It is the Lord who protects His 
children in the depths of the sea. Your country requires heroes ; be heroes! 

Everybody wants me to come over to India. They think we shall be able to 
do more if I come over. They are mistaken, my friend. The present enthusiasm 
is only a little patriotism, it means nothing. If it is true and genuine you will find 
in a short time hundreds of heroes coming forward and carrying om work, 
Therefore know that you have really done all, and go on, Look not for me. Here 
is a grand field. What have I to do with this “ism” or that “ism”? am the 
servant of the Lord, and where on earth is there a better field than here for 
propagating all high ideas? Here, where if one man is against me, a hundred hands 
are ready to help me; here, where man feels for man, and women are goddesses! 
‘Even idiots may stand up to hear themselves praised, and cowards assume the 
attitude of the brave, when everything is sure to turn out well, but the true hero works 
in silence. How many Buddhas die before one finds expression! My son, I 
believe in God and I believe in man. I believe in helping the miserable, I believe 
in going even to hell to save others. Talk of the Westerners, they haye given 
me food, shelter, friendship, protection even the most orthodox Christians ! 
What do our people do when any of their priests go to India? You do not touch 
them even, they are MLECHCHHAS! No man, no nation, my son, can hate 
others and live. India’s doom was sealed the very day they invented the word 
MLECHCHHA and stopped from communion with others. Take care how- you 
foster that idea. It is good to talk glibly about the Vedanta, but how hard to carry 
out even its least precepts! 

Ever yours with blessings, 


VIVEKANANDA 


P.S. Take care of these two things,— love of power and jealousy. Cultivate 
always ‘ faith in yourself,’ % 


XVUI 


U.S. A. 
830th, November, 1894 
Dear A—— 


We must organise our forces in the business part of our Ss nites body, but on 
religious matters must strive not to make a sect. * ne 

If anyone can writea real life of Sri Ramakrishna with 2 idea of showing 
what he came to do and teach, let him do it, otherwise let him not distort his life 
and sayings...,......Now let K-—— translate his love, his knowledge, his teachings, 


zprsreze ‘toy 
his eclecticism, we: This is the theme. The life of Sri Ramakrishna was an 


extraordinary searchlight under whose illumination one is able to really understand 


the whole scope of Hindu religion. He was the object-lesson of all the theoretical 
knowledge given in the Shastras. He showed by his life what the Rishis and 
Avatars really wanted to teach. The books were theories, he was the realisation. 
This'man had in fifty-four years lived the five thousand years of national — 
life, and so raised himself to be an object-lesson for future 

Vedas can only be explained and the Shistras reconciled by his theory’of jiterd 
or stages. ‘That we must not only tolerate others, but positively embrace them, 
and thaf*truth is the basis of all religions. Now on these lines a most impressive and 
beautiful life can be written. Well, everything in good time.............Push on with 
your work independently, “Many come to sit at dinner when itis cooked.” Take 
care and work on, 

Yours ever with blessings, 


VIVEKANANDA 


ee 


U.S. A, 
30th, November, 1894 
Dear K- 


* = * * As to the wonderful stories published about Sri Ramakrishna, I advise 
you to keep clear of them and the fools who write them. They are true, but the 
fools will make a mess of the whole thing, 1 am sure. He had a whole world of 
knowledge to teach, why insist upon unnecessary things as miracles really are! 
They do not prove anything. Matter does not prove spirit. What conception 
is there between the existence of God, Soul, or immortality, and the working of 
miracles..,.........-Preach Sri Ramakrishna, Pass the cup that has satisfied your 
STW va svi aakany Preach Bhakti. Do not disturb your need e's metaphysical nonsense, 
and do not disturb others by your bigotry, * 

Yours ever i blessings, 








VIVEKANANDA 
—_—"0: 
° 
XX 
‘U.S. A, 
26th. December, 1894 
Blessed and Beloved, 3 
Py * * 


In reference to me every now and then, attacks are made in sia: papers 
(so I hear), but I neyer care to see them, If. you. send any of those made in 














Now, go to work! G——'s nature is ot: ia Galboual ibe: ; 
ad os ack aetees plunge in; this is only the beginning. Bahn bee 

save itself; we must not depend upon funds from America for a pea 
Hinduism, for that is a delusion. To have a centre isa great thing; 
such a place in a large town like Madras, and go on radiating a living force in all 
directions. Begin slowly. Start with a few lay missionaries; by and by will” 
come who will devote their whole lives to the work. Donot try to bea ruler. | He"; 
is the best ruler, who can serve well. Be true unto death. The work we want. | 
We do ngt seek wealth, name or fame..........Be brave...,..... Endeavour to interest 
the people of Madras in collecting funds for the purpose, and then make a beginning. 
atesaees Be perfectly unselfish and you will be sure to succeed..........Without losing 
the independence in work, show all regards to your superiors. "Work in harmony. 
...My children must be ready to jump into fire, if needed, to accomplish their 
Now work, work, work! We will stop and compare notes lateron. Have 
patience, perseverance and purity. 

I am writing no book on Hinduism just now. I am simply jotting down my 
thoughts. I do not know if I shall publish them, What is in books? The world is 
too full of foolish things already. If you could start a magazine on Vedantic lines it 
would further our object. Be positive; do not criticise others. Give your =e 
teach what you have to teach, and there stop. The Lord knows the rest. * * 

Do not send me any more newspapers, as I do not notice the missionary eds 
on myself, and here the public estimation of me is better for that reason. 

* * * If you are really my children you will fear nothing, stop at nothing, 
You will be like lions. We must rouse India and the whole world. No cowardice. 
I will take no nay. Do you understand? Be true unto death|............The secret 
of this is Guru Bhakti. Faith in the Guru unto death! Have you that? I believe 
with all my heart that you have, and you know that I have confidence in you,—so 
goto work. You must succeed. My prayers and benedictions follow every step 
you take. Workin harmony. Be patient with everybody. Every one has my love. 
I am watching you. Onward! Onward! This is just the beginning. My little work 
here makes a big echo in India, do you know? So I shall not return there ina 
hurry. My intention isto do something permanent here, and with that object I 
am working day by day. Iam every day gaining the confidence of the American 
people.........0.. Expand your hearts and hopes, as wide as the world. Study Sanskrit, 
especially the three Bhashyas on the Vedanta. Be ready, for I have many plans for : 
‘the future. Try to be a magnetic speaker. Electrify the people. Everything will come 
to you if you have faith, So tell K——, in fact, tell all my children there, In time 
they will do great things at which the world will wonder. Take heart and work. 
Let me see what you can do..........Be true to your mission. Thus far you promise 

‘well, so go on and do better and better still. 

_* * * Do not fight with people; do not antagonise anyone. Why should we 
mind if Jack and John become Christians? Let them follow whatever religion suits 
them. Why should you mix in controversies? Bear with the various opinions of 
everybody. Patience, purity, and perseverance will prevail. 


Yours &c., - ie 
VIVEKANANDA 
SO SORA SS 
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Mind, sotong you have faith in your Guru, nothing will be able to obstruct — 
your way. That translation of the three Bhashyas will be a great thing in the eyes 
of the Westerners. ; 
* © * Wait, my child, wait and work on. Patience, patience......J will 
burst on the public againin good time. * * *- islet. Bs 
< Yours with love, Na Sh as 


VIVEKANANDA 


XLVUL 


New Yort 
14th, April, 1896 
Dear Dr. N—~ 


I received your note this morning. As Iam sailing for England to-morrow, I 
can only write a few hearty lines. I have every sympathy with your proposed 
magazine for boys, and will do my best to help it on, You ought to make it 
independent, following the same lines as the B——, only making the style and matter 
much more popular, As for example, there is a great chance, much more than 
you ever dream of, for those wonderful stories scattered all over the Sanskrit 
literature, to be re-written and made popular. That should be the one great feature 
of your journal. I will write stories, as many as I can, when time permits. Avoid 
all attempts to make the journal scholarly,—the B—— stands for that,—and it will 
slowly make its way all over the world, Iam sure. Use the simplest language 
possible and you will succeed. The main feature should be the teaching of principles 
through stories. Don’t make it metaphysical at all...,.,...In India the one thing we 
lack, is the power of combination, organisation, the first secret of which is obedience. 

* * * Goon bravely. Do not expect success ina day or a year. Always 
hold on to the highest. Be steady. Avoid jealousy and selfishness. Be obedient 
and eternally faithful to the cause of truth, humanity and your country, and you 
will move the world. Remember, it is the person, the life, which is the secret of 
power—nothing else. Keep this letter and read the last lines whenever you feel 
worried or jealous. Jealousy is the bane of all slaves.’ It is the bane of our nation. 
Avoid that always. All blessings attend you and all success. ‘ 


Yours affectionately, 


VIVEKANANDA 





XLIX 


ENGLAND 
14th, July, 1896 © 
Deat Dr, N—— ‘ 


* © Afterall, no foreigner will ever write the English language as well as 
the native Englishman, and the ideas when putin good English, will spread farther 
k 334 : 
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‘you have succeeded in this paper, start vernacular ones on the same lines 
<eee Canarese, etc. We must reach the masses, The Madrasis are 
good, energetic, and all that, but the land of Sankaracharya has lost the spirit of 
fenunciation, it seems. 

‘My children must plunge into the breach, must renounce the world, —then the 
firm foundation will be laid, 

Go on bravely—never mind about designs and other details at present—‘ With 
the horse will come the reins.” Work on unto deati~-] am with you, and when J 
am gone, my spirit will work with you, This life comes and goes—wealth, fame, 
enjoyments are only of a few days. It is better, far better to die on the ia raf duty, 
oe the truth, than to die like a worldly worm, Advance! 


Yours with all love and blessings, 





VIVEKANANDA 
a 


Lit 





14 Grey Coat GARDENS, 

x WESTMINSTER, LONDON, 1896 

Dear A—— 

T have returned about three weeks from Switzerland.,...,..,...The work in London 
is growing apace, the classes are becoming bigger as they go on..,..,......In America 
there is room for twenty preachers on the Vedanta and Yoga..,......Half the United 
States can be conquered in ten years, given a number of strong and genuine men, 
Where are they? You are all boobies over there! Selfish cowards, with your 
nonsense of lip-patriotism, orthodoxy and boasted religious feeling !!! The Madrasis 
have more of go and steadiness, but every fool is married, Marriage! Marriage} 
Marriage !...,.. Then the way our boys are married nowadays |......,,,It is very good ta 
aspire to be a non-attached householder, but what we want in Madras is not that just 
now—but non-marriage, *% * * 

My child, what I want is muscles of iron and nerves of stecl, inside which dwells 
a mind of the same material as that of which the thunderbolt is made. Strength, 
manhood, Xshatra-Virya+Brahma-Teja, Our beautiful, hopeful boys,—they have 
everything, only if they are not slaughtered by the millions at the altar of this 
brutality they call marriage. O Lord, hear my wails! Madras will then awake when 
at least one hundred of its yery heart’s blood, in the form of its educated young men 
will stand aside from the world, gird their loins, and be ready to fight the battle of 
truth, marching on from country to country, One blow struck outside of India is 
equal to a hundred thousand struck within. Well, all will come if the Lord wills it. 

__* * ® Max Miller is getting very friendly. Iam soon going to deliver two 
~ Fettures at Oxford, 
~ am busy writing something big on the Vedanta philosophy. I am busy collec. 
ting passages from the various Vedas bearing on the Vedanta in its threefold aspects, 
You oo help me’ by getting someone to collect passages bearing on, first, the 
idea, then, the Visishtadvaitic, and the Dvaitist from the Samhitas, the 
, the Upanishads and the Puranas, They should be classified and very 
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nd women giving up all desires of enjoying the luxuries of life, will long and exert 
f Sea tak ie, we the well-being of the millions of their countrymen 
who ate gradually sinking lower and lower in the vortex of destitution and ignorance. 
Ihave experienced even in my insignificant life, that good motives, sincerity and 
infinite love can conquer the world, One single soul possessed of these virtues can 
destroy the dark designs of millions of hypocrites and brutes. 
My going over to the West again is yet uncertain; if I go, know that too will be 
for India. Where is the strength of men in this country? Where is the strength of 
money? Many men and women of the West are ready to do good to India by 
serving even the lowest chanddlas, in the Indian way, and through the indianrreligion. 
How many such are there in this country? And financial strength! To meet the 
of my reception, the pedple of Calcutta made me deliver a lecture, and 
sold tickets !......... I do not blame or censure anybody for this, I only want to show 
that our well-being is impossible without men and money coming from the West, 
Ever grateful and ever praying to the Lord for your welfare,—— i 


VIVEKANANDA 


ALMORA 


29th, May, 1897 
My Dear Doctor S—— 


Your letter and the two bottles containing the medicines were duly received. I 
have begun from last evening, a trial of your medicines. Hope the combination will 
have a better effect than the one alone. 

* * * T began to take a lot of exercise on horseback, both morning and 
evening. Since that I am very much better indeed. Iwas so much better the first 
week of my gymnastics, that I have scarcely felt so well since 1 was a boy and used 
to have “Xusfi” exercises. 1 really began to feel that it was a pleasure to have a body. 
Every movement made me conscious of strength,—every movement of the muscles 
was pleasurable. That exhilarating feeling has subsided somewhat, yet I feel very 
strong. Ina trial of strength I could make both G. G. and N—— go down before 
me ina minute. In Darjeeling I always felt that 1 was not the same man. Here 
I feel that I have no disease whatsoever, but there is one marked change. I never 
in my life could sleep as soon as I got into bed. I must toss for at least two hours. 
Only from Madras to Darjeeling (during the first month) I would sleep as soon as 
my head touched the pillow. That ready disposition to sleep is gone now entirely, 
and my old tossing habit and feeling hot after the evening meal have come back. 
Ido not feel any heat after the day meal. There being an orchard here, I began - 

~ to take more fruit than usual as soon as I came. But the only fruit to be got here 
now is the apricot. I am trying to get more varieties from Naini Tal. There has not 
been any thirst even though the days are fearfully hot............On the whole my 
own feeling is one of revival of great strength and cheerfulness, and a feeling of 
exuberant health, only I am afraid I am getting fat on a too much milk diet. Don’t 
you listen to what J—— writes. He is a hypochondriac himself and wants to make 
_ everybody so. I ate one-sixteenth of a Zarphi (sweetmeat ) in Lucknow, and that 


- 


Y 


EPISTLES a ee 


according to J—— was what put me out of sorts in Almora! J—— is expected here 
in a few days. Iam going to take him in hand. By the bye, I am very susceptible of 
malarious influences. The first week’s indisposition at Almora might have been 
caused to a certain extent, by my passage through the “ /errai.” Anyhow I feel very, 
very strong now. You ought to see me, Doctor, when I sit meditating in front of the 
beautiful snow-peaks and repeat from the Upanishads,— 4 aeq geqdsnr a sari: are 
fe arnfara ate —“ He has neither death, nor decay, nor disease, for, verily, he has 
obtained a body full of the fire of Yoga.” 

I am very glad to learn of the success of the meetings of the Ramakrishna becr6e 


at Calcutta, All blessings attend those that help in the great work,  * “ 
With all love, § 
Yours in the Lord, 
VIVEKANANDA 
—_—_—_—_—_—O—_—_—— 
LXII 

ALMORA 

Ist, June, 1897 
Dear Mr.—— 


The objections you show about the Vedas would be valid if the word Vedas meant 
Samhitis. The word Vedas includes the three parts, the Samhitis, the Brahmanas and 
the Upanishads, according to the universally received opinion in India. Of these, the 
first two portions, as being the ceremonial parts, have-been nearly put out of sight; the 
Upanishads have alone been taken up by all our philosophers and founders of sects. 

The idea that the Samhitds are the only Vedas is very recent and has been started 
by the late Swami Dayananda. ‘This opinion has not got any hold on the orthodox 
population. 

The reason of this opinion was that Swami Dayananda thought he could find a 
consistent theory of the whole, based on a new interpretation of the Samhitas, but the 
difficulties remained the same, only they fell back on the Brihmanas. And in spite 
of the theories of interpretation and interpolation a good deal still remains. 

Now if it is possible to build a consistent religion on the Samhit&s, it is a thousand 
times more sure that a very consistent and harmonious faith can be based upon the 
Upanishads, and moreover, here one has not to go against the already received 
national opinion. Here all the Achiryas of the past would side with you, and you 
have a vast scope for new progress. 

Gita no doubt has already become the Bible of Hinduism and it fully deserves to 

- be so, but the personality of Krishna has become so covered with haze, that it is 
impossible to-day to draw any life-giving inspiration from that /if. Moreover the 
present age requires new modes of thought and new life. 

Hoping this will help you in thinking along these lines, 

‘ I am yours with blessings, 


\ Vivexananpa 
40: 
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